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ACTIVITY GUIDE - CAREER CARDS

The goal of this activity is to bring awareness to students about different career paths and
options for earning money. The students will be able to research and/or present about
the career and the costs and benefits of each one.

FF&F Pillar: Earn (Spend)

Grade Levels: 6-8
Time to Complete: 1 hour total
10 minutes to cutout and glue props
10 - 20 minutes to research in classroom (can also research overnight)

30 - 40 minutes to present

Materials Needed:
10 Career Cards (provided)

Cutout props for “uniforms” of each career listed (provided)
Popsicle sticks

Glue or tape
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Instructions:

Students will be placed into pairs and given a “career card.” On each card will be a different profession.
If possible, students will take 10 - 20 minutes (or overnight) to research on their own the requirements
needed to reach that profession. Leaders may also visit the sites below and provide printed career
information for students to study and present with.

« How many years of school is required?
+ Are any additional degrees or certifications required?
What is the average salary?

What is a benefit of that career (Does it save lives? Does it help animals? What kind of difference does it
make in the world?)

What is the average cost of a degree for this profession?
Does it require an internship or apprenticeship? If so, how many years?
What are some of the job duties or responsibilities in this career field?

Before presenting, students will be able to use their cutout props to glue or tape to a popsicle stick for them
to “wear” during their presentation.

Students will then present in pairs to the class with one representing costs and the other representing
benefits of the career they were given.

After presentations are complete, the teacher can have a group discussion with the class on the following:
+ Are you interested in pursuing or learning more about any of the career paths we talked about today?
* Which do you feel had the most benefits?

* Which do you feel had the most cost or required the most schooling?

* Is there a career path you are interested in that we did not discuss today? If so, what are the costs and
benefits of that career?

Career Cards:

Doctor / Nurse

Electrician / Plumber / Construction Worker
Police Officer

Teacher

Military

Veterinarian

Lawyer

Students may research the above careers at the following sites:
www.bls.gov/ooh/
www.careeraddict.com
www.careerexplorer.com
www.indeed.com

www.salary.com
References to third-party websites are provided for convenience only. Neither Wright-Patt Credit Union, Inc., nor the WPCU Sunshine Community Fund are

responsible for the content of such websites, and the inclusion of references to such third-party websites should not imply any affiliation with, endorsement or
verification of any information contained in any third-party websites.
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Doctor / Nurse
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Electrician / Plumber / Construction Worker
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Police Officer
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Military
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Veterinarian
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