
It’s never too early to learn the basics 
of smart money management! For our 
younger members of Wright-Patt Credit 
Union® (WPCU®), the first place to start 
is by understanding where money comes 
from and the best ways to use it.

RAISING 
MONEY-SMART 
KIDS Earn, Save, 

Spend…Repeat! 

®

The next thing you can do with your 
money is to spend it. Spending your own 
money can be fun and rewarding. Make 
sure you’re spending wisely by planning 
your purchases in advance and separating 
your “wants” from your “needs.”

It’s a good habit to save some of the 
money you earn right away. We call this 
“paying yourself first.” Put your savings 
in a safe place, like WPCU’s TrueSaver® 
savings account.* The money in your 
savings account will grow by earning 
dividends over time. This means you’re 
earning money on top of the money you 
already have in the account — now that’s 
a smart way to save!

Now that you know the basics of money 
management, you can start practicing 
how to earn, save and spend your own 
money. Then, repeat the process all over 
again! This is a great way to build good 
money habits and achieve your goals!

Before you can manage your own money, 
you need to earn it! There are many ways 
for young people to earn money, such as:

Helping with chores around the house 

Walking dogs for neighbors 

Hosting a yard sale

Try something fun that interests you and 
have fun with it! 

EARN IT!  

SPEND IT!  

SAVE IT!  

REPEAT!



Earning Your Money

What are some ways you can earn money? Add your ideas below! 

	� Help family with chores and lawn work

	� Pet sit for friends or neighbors

	� _________________________________________ _______________________________

	� _________________________________________ _______________________________

	� _________________________________________ _______________________________

	� _________________________________________ _______________________________

When you’re a bit older, another way to earn money is by working at a job. Where would you like to work one day?  

My dream job is: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saving Your Money

Your savings will come in handy when emergencies happen or when you want to pay for things like new clothes, 

toys, electronics or even a car one day! What’s something special you’re saving money for? Write it down:  

#1   _________________________________________ _______________________________

#2   _________________________________________ _______________________________

#3   _________________________________________ _______________________________

#4   _________________________________________ _______________________________

#5   _________________________________________ _______________________________

#6   _________________________________________ _______________________________

Spending Your Money

It’s very important to spend your money wisely. Ask yourself these questions before making a purchase:   

	� How much do I want to spend?  
My spending limit is: $__________________________________. 

	� Is this item a need or a want? It’s okay to spend 
your money on both needs and wants. Just be sure 
you have a healthy balance!  

	� How important will this item be to me in a few 
days? Will I still want it and use it in a few weeks or 
months? 

	� Do I have the money to spend? Remember, 
spending wisely means spending less than or equal 
to what you earn. 

Wright-Patt Credit Union is here to help you and your family Save Better, Borrow Smarter and Learn a Lot! 
For more helpful tips, tools and resources, visit WPCU.coop/Education. 
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How Will You  Earn, Save and Spend?
Now it’s your turn to practice how to earn, save, spend…and repeat! Here are some tips to help:
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*For TrueSaver accounts, the minimum deposit to open the account is the purchase of one $5.00 membership share in the Credit Union and is required to remain in your 
TrueSaver account. To join the Credit Union, you must meet the eligibility and membership requirements including purchase and maintenance of at least one (1) share 
(membership share).


